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EP much 22 F riend and B rather, 


| SOME time ago informed you that 1 
A could not join in the application to par- 
liament intended to be made by ſome of 
our brethren amongſt the proteſtant diſſent- 


- ing miniſters---I had not then time to give 
you my reaſons at large, but promiſed to 


make you acquainted with them the firſt 


th opportunity=--I now therefore fit down to 


Fulfil my engagement, and will give my 
reaſons as they occur, as briefly and plainly 
as 1 can -Iff it ſhould appear to you, that 
my diſapprobation of the intended applica- 
tion, is not well grounded, you will act the 
part of a faithful friend, if you point out 
my miſtake; and what you ſay will be re- 
ceived, with the grateful feclings and ac- 
knowledgments of an obliged friend. 
Lou know that the diſſenting miniſters 
In London, at a general meeting, reſolved, | 


43 


00 That the taking off the ſubſcription ' re- 3 


quired of proteſtant diſſenting miniſters to 


the doctrinal articles of the church of Eng- 
land, and the obtaining relief for tutors and 
Z ſchool-maſters among the diſſenters, were 
very deſireable and important objects. Up- 
on this reſolution a. committee was choſen, 
who applied, and again intend to apply to 
parliament for relief from the ſubſcription 
to the doctrinal articles of the church of 
50 England, ſubſtituting in the ſtead a ſub- 
ſeription to a declaration of belief of the 
ſccriptures as the rule of faith and practice. be 
No, ft, chis change of one ſubſcription 
for another, is the cauſe of my objecting to 
the intended application. I as heartily with | 
relief from human impoſitions in matters 
of religion as any man---You know that I 


am no PEE to human creeds, or human 


explanations of ſeripture being made the 
teſt of any man's chriſtianity, or' to their 


being made a ſtandard by any authority | 
whatever. But then my objection to ſub- 


ſcribe to the eſtabliſhed teſt, does not. ariſe : 
from diſbelief, of, or diſlike unto, any of 
the doctrines contained in that teſt; but 
from @ full aſſurance, that no man, or ſet of 


— 


650 


nen, in any y place, or Ati has any right 
to exerciſe any authority over- the minds, or 
conſciences of men, or to diftate "unto, or 


= aut boritatively to interfere in matters of Re- 


: ligion 1 any ' ſhape, Or by any means awhate: ever. ; 
Jas much en to the right of the civil 


government to require of me to ſubſcribe 
to my belief of the Bible, as I do to its 


right of requiring of me to ſubſcribe the 
articles of the church of England : for 'tis 


not the doctrines contained in the articles 


_ unto which 1 object; but I object unto the 
right of any man, or et of men whatever, . 
to exerciſe lordſhip over any man's eon- 
ſcience, or preſcribe to any man a rule of | 
faith. My reaſons therefore for not chuſing 
to join in an application to parliament for 
relief in the matter of ſubſcription, by 
changing a ſubſcription to the doctrinal 
articles of the church of England, into a 


ſubſeription to the Bible are the following. 


1. I can no where find through all the 5 
New Teſtament the leaſt hint of our Lord s 


committing the power of enforcing or en- 


joining the belief of his revelation to the ci- 


vil magiſtrate. Whence then has the ma- | 


. piſtrate this power? Our Lord has not com- 
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5 manded or required of him to ſee to it that 


none of his ſubjects be permitted to ſpeak in 


public, unleſs he be a chriſtian. Nor has 
he given the leaſt hint that it, was his will, 
Gs that even. the bittereſt oppoſers of his religion, 
8 ſhould undergo the /caft temporal inconve- 
| niency on that account. But an entirely 
gontrary doctrine is taught us, both by his 
precepts and example. Never could there 


have been a better opportunity for him to 


have inculcated this, had it been any part of 
bis commiſſion, than when his diſciples | 


aſked his permiſſion to command fire to 


come down from heaven and conſume ſome 


FR 


Samaritans who would not receive him. 
But inſtead of encouraging the perſecution E 
'of his bittereſt enemies in the leaſt degree, 
: he ſaid to them, . know not what 
manner of ſpirit ye are of: and takes this 
occaſion to teach them chat „ The Son of 
man came not to deſtroy men 8 lives but to 
ſave them.“ Luke ix. 51-- 56. ' Surely this 
is evidence ſufficient, that our meek Maſter 
; never intended that his diſciples ſhould re- 


1 


ceive the leaft intimation from him, to en- 


courage any magiſtrate, or government to 


ſale his ee foe to the leaſt re 


6 
inconveniency, on account of their not ac: 
Eknowledging him, or for not receiving his 
religion. He commanded his apoſtles to go 
and preach his goſpel, and declared it to be 
his deſign, that Paul ſhould bear his name 
before kings: (Rom. ix. 15.) but he never 

| commanded any of them to commit the 
defence of his religion to thoſe princes 
whom they might convert, or to engage 
them to enjoin ſilence on all the enemies of 
the goſpel i in their dominions. No: - As 
he was not afraid but that his divine religion 
would make its way through the ſwords of 
his enemies, much leſs was he afraid that it 
would not triumph over their tongues. It 
would betray a ſuppoſition of deficiency in 
the evidence of the goſpel to ſuppoſe, that 
it could not bear the attacks of human ar- 
guments and even of diabolical wit, how- 
ever pointed by human eloquence and dia- 
bolical art. It would betray a ſuppoſition 7 

| of weakneſs i in the divine author of the goſ- 
0 pel to ſuppoſe that he could not defend his 
own. religion and maintain it pure againſt 
the feeble aſſays of thoſe who appear in his 
= fight. but as graſhoppers and whoſe moſt 
thundering oratory, or moſt melodious clo- 
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quence is but like 2Beir chirping - A libel 
; againſt the throne of univerſal empire beg 
I am therefore ſo far from thinking that 
it would be in any meaſure betraying the 
truth, to give a free toleration to men of 
all principles, that J think it would mani- 
feſt a ſenſe of its vaſt ſuperiority and ex- 
cellencæ, and that it would open a way for 
is” compleat triumph. And I am fully 
perſuaded that our Lord himſelf never de- 
fired that his friends ſhould uſe any other 
means to cons Ince gainſayers, than, 2 fund 
5 Hoetrine, nor any other means to ſhut his 
- Enemies mouths and put to ſilence fooliſh 
men Who will not be convinced, than, 


Fees well-doing.” See Tit. i. 9. & I Peter | 11. 1 5 


2. Not only i is the authority of the ma- 


giſtrate to enforce on his ſubjects the belief 
of the ſcriptures, deſtitute of warrant, but 
it is contrary, 1 apprehend, to expreſs com- 
mand: and the acknowledgment of that au- 


thority 18 abſolutely prohibited to the diſ- 


ciples of Chriſt in Matthew xxili. 8, 9, & 
7 Bu it to petition that the e 


would r equire a ſubſcription. to the ſcrip- 
tures, is to all intents and purpoſes an ac- 
knowledemen t of his to enforce 


—— mins 
— — — 


1 5 
the belief. of the ſcriptures. on his: ſubjects. 
Therefore ſuch à petition as that lately 
made, and again intended to be made, is ab- 

ſolutely prohibited to the diſciples of Chritt, 

and on that account I cannot join A.. 


I fay that the authority of the n 5 
to enforce on his ſubjects the belief of the 
ſcriptures is contrary to expreſs command, 
and the acknowledgment of that authority 
abſolutely prohibited to the N ed of 


| Chriſt, in Matt. xxiii. 8, 9, 10. For there 


it is expreſsly ſaid, Be not ye called Rab- 
bi for one is your maſter even Chriſt, and 
all ye are brethren. And call no man your 
father, &c.” If any magiſtrate or magi- 
ſtrates profeſs to be chriſtians, they as 
Chriſt's diſciples are here forbidden to be 


called Rabbi- And all Chriſt's diſciples are 


forbidden to call any man upon earth, (be 
he never ſo exalted) Father. But ſurely he 
who dictates to another what he ſhall be- 
believe or teach in religion in any reſpect, eu 
or he who authoritatively directs of what 
religion another ſhall be, aſſumes to him 
ſelf the honor of being called Rabbi and 


Maſter: and he who voluntarily ſubmits to 
his dictates, much more he who! petitions 


N 
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him to dictate, in matters of religion, owns 
him to be' his Rabbi and Maſter : for to call 

a man Rabbi and Maſter muſt be underſtood 

bere, to permit a man to preſcribe what we 

| ſhall believe and do. What can be a greater 
act of authority, what can be more an ex- 
erciſe of the power of a Rabbi and a Ma- 
ſter, than to chuſe for another of what re- 
ligion he ſhall be, and to threaten and 
5 puniſh. if he 
can be a greater act of veneration and ho- 
mage, than to acknowledge the authority ſo 
acting, and to ſubmit voluntarily to the choice 
ſo made and ſignified? but tho chriſtians are 
bound to pay the utmoſt reſpe& and ſub⸗ 


do not profeſs it? and what 


miſſion to their civil governors in civil mat- | 


ters, yet they are bound by their allegiance 
to Jeſus: Chriſt the ſole King of the church 
to own no Maſter i in matters of religion but 
| him, nor to give the leaſt countenance to 
any one who would in any manner aſſume 


a ſhare with him in the direction of the 


: affairs of his kingdom, or make the leaſt 
ſtep towards a uſurpation of his throne. It 


18 therefore inconſiſtent with the regard 
which we owe to the [ſupreme and fole 


authority of Jeſs Chriſt. in his church, to 


pray any men to ebnge us to ſubſcribe to 
any religious book or books whatever: be- 
caufe it is praying them authoritatively to 
direct afid diate in matters in which none 
ought ſo to direct and dickate oy Tons 1 
Chriſt mage: 

3 Another reaſon why I ſhould not chuſe 
to join in an application to parliament to 
ſubſtitute any religious teſt whatever in the 
ſtead of the doctrinal articles of the church 
of England i is, becauſe I think that ſuch an 
application, . not only implies a power or 
authority in government, which, as chriſtians, | 
we +, go not to acknowledge, but that it 
alſo i implies a power in it inconſiſtent with. . 
the natural rights of mankind, _ 

A man's conſcience i is without doubt be- 
yond the reach of any human power, and 
without the ſphere of any human authority. 
This is a ſelf-evident principle. Conſe- 
quently no human government has any thing 
to do with matters of conſcience. No le- 
giſlature therefore, has oy” right to con- 

cern itſelf with any man's religion, (for 
that is a matter of conſcience) any far- 
ther than to ſecure to him the free exer- 
ciſe of it, Whether his religion be true 


heat, * hogs 


r 
Gt Io 
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8 falſe, for this * 1s e to God 


alone. f If his religion lead him to ſuch 


covert acts as are contrary to the peace and 
good order of ſociety, or injurious to any of 
the members of it, let him be puniſhed for 
ſuch acts, but not for his religion before it 


produce ſuch acts, which however i in theory 5 


it may ſeem to lead to, yet it may never 
appear to him in ſuch light as to produce 


ſuch conſequences. Every man who is a 


peaceable, well- behaved member of ſociety 
has a right to protection, whatever his re- 
hk ligion may be. The power of no human 
5 legiſlative authority is boundleſs. There 
may be ſome things of which it cannot 
deprive a man by the moſt exact and 
| regular form of law- -making whatſoever. 
Theſe are his natural rights. And amongſt 
_ theſe the moſt ſacred is liberty to act ac- 
cCording to conſcience i in matters of religion. 
This is ſo much every man's unalienable 
 birth-right, that the beſt conſtituted human 
government in the world has no right to 
deprive him of it. And conſequently the 
beſt conſtituted human government in the 


world has no right to dictate to any man 


whether he ſhall be Jew or Pagan, Mahome- 


n 


tan or Chriſtian. Therefore to pray the le- 


giſlature to refuſe toleration to thoſe who 


will not ſubſcribe the Bible, is praying it to 
aſſume to itſelf a power to which it has no 
right, but which is inconſiſtent with the 


| natural rights of mankind.” 


4. The acknowledgment of a nat in 
civil government to dictate to its ſubjects in 
matters oſ religion, 18 inconſiſtent with the 


ſundamental principle of our diſſent from 


the church of England. Conſequently all 


ſuch diſſenting 1 miniſters as join in applica- 


tion to parliament for relief, on ſach terms | 
bo allow, or acknowledge ſuch a right i in c- 
vil government, act a part inconſiſtent with 2 
themſelves. If the former part of this aſ- 5 


ſertion be granted, the latter neceſſarily muſt 


follow: unleſs it be conſiſtent in a diſſenter 


to act upon principles inconſiſtent with the 


fundamental principle of diſſenters as ſuch. 
And that 'tis a fundamental principle of a2 


proteſtant diſſent from the church of Eng- 


land, That no human authority whatever 


has any right. at all to interfere in matters 
of beligian I appeal to every man who 
knows any thing of the diſpute between the 


Church of England and diſſenters. Is it not 
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(the foundation of our diſſent, C That Jeſus 
550 Chriſt is the /ole head of the church, and 
no one has any anthority i in it but him?” 
Did not our forefathers ſuffer bonds and im- 
priſonment, &c. becauſe they would not ac- 
knowledge any other authority, even with . 
reſpect to things indifferent, in the church 
of Chriſt, but that of Jeſus Chriſt himſelf] * 
Did they refuſe to wear a ſurplice, or per- 
form a ceremony, becauſe they thought ſuch 


things to be in themſelves finful, or becauſe 


they thought that it would be a denial of 
| the authority of Chriſt, to comply with the 
in junction of the magiſtrate in things relat- 
ing to divine worſhip? And if we diſſent 
upon any other principle than this we ſhould 
be able to make but a very, very weak de- 
fence of our diſſent. If the magiſtrate has 
any authority in matters of religion, how 
dare we object to an indifferent form or a 
decent garb? If the magiſtrate has any right : 


to interfere in religious matters, ſurely this 


. right cannot be diſputed i in indifferent mat- 
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ters, ſuch as ceremonies and garbs. If 
therefore we allow him any right of this 
ſort at all we cannot rationally diſſent; but 
ought to conform to the forms and cere- 


8 8 N 


monies appointed by public authority. And 


to call ourſelves diſſenters, and yet grant 
that any! human government ought to aſſume 
authority in matters of religion, is incon- 


ſiſtent. Surely then it muſt be giving the 
magiſtrate an improper place in the church 
of Chriſt, and muſt be inconſiſtent with our 
Fundamental principle, as proteſtant diſſen- 
ters, to grant that he has any right to dic- 
tate who ſhall be miniſters of the. goſpel and 


| who ſhall not! Is it not granting him an 
undue authority, to acknow!e doe that none 
ought ; to pray that none may To. miniſters 


of Chriſt without, his permiſſion? Is not 
this inconſiſtently declaring, that, although 
we diſſent becauſe we believe, that, no civil. 


| magiſtrate has any right to exerc ife any au- 


thority over the church of God i in things re- 
lating to his worſhip, yet we believe that he 


80 5 to have authority, and therefore pray 
him to exerciſe it. We cannot therefore W 
conſiſtent proteſtant diſſenters, if we Join in 


ſuch an application. 
3 4 do not approve of the declaration re - 


quired to be made and ſubſcribed by the 
bill propoſed, viz. 


. declare, as in the preſencs of 


,- 


1 f 


cc « Almighty 8 that 1 bblie re that the 


« holy ſcriptures of the Old and New Teſ- 


* tament, contain a revelation of the mind 


Z 5 and will of God, and that J receive them 
So as the rule of my faith and practice. 


1 ſay I do not approve of this not only 


becauſe I can ſee no right any government 
has to require ſuch a declaration, but alſo 
becauſe the above declaration leaves it to 


1 the magiſtrate to determine what 1s ſacred 


| ſcripture, and what is not; 

5 becomes dependent on human authority and 
not on the teſtimony of God. 
8 perſon « cannot ſee a divine evidence for every 

| book, or paſſage which i is ſet forth as ſacred 


7 


tice? Yes, or be filent. 
ſeribe on public authority i is his faith hu- 
man, or divine ?---Or is it proof divine, 5 
0 that any book or books contain a revelation 


of the mind and will of God, that, the king, 


and thus faith | 


Suppoſe a 


5 ſeripture by public authority, is he bound 
to ſubſcribe thoſe doubtful books, or paſſages 


as divine, and the rule of faith and prac- 


But if he do ſub- 


lords and commons of Great Britain reckon 
them in the ſacred canon ? If 'tis, then why 
may they not inſert the eccleſiaſtical CANONS 
as a part of the Old Teſtament, and the ho- 


— 


6} 


milies, and 39 ON and what FOES pleaſe 


beſides as a part of the New ? If they ſay, 


| theſe are books of the Old and New Teſta» 
ment, who dare fay they are not? For who. 
is to judge of this matter? Who but the 

: e But even ſuppoſe that by the 
Old and New Teſtament i in the declaration 

be meant, and always ſhould be meant, the 
canon which is now ſet forth by public au- 
thority, may not ſome learned, conſcien- 


Deus, and chriſtian men doubt of the di- 


vine inſpiration of ſome. book, or paſſage 
there? In this caſe i is he to follow the ma- 
giſtrates judgment, or his own conſcience? 


Or maſt he be puniſhed becauſe he heſitate 1 | 


to ſubſcribe to the divine inſpiration « of So- 
lomon's Song or 1 John r 
6. I do not think that the alteration pro- 


poſed, by the gentlemen who manage the 
application to parliament, would ſufficient- 


ly anſwer the ends to be wiſhed. 


There are many diſſenting miniſters who - 
do not object to ſubſcribing the doctrinal 
we articles of the church of England, on ac- 


count of the doctrines contained i in them, 


but who object ſolely becauſe they do not 
believe, that, any man, or men, have any 
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0 right aithriraiely to interfere in matters of : 


religion. I am well acquainted with ſome 


who warmly eſpouſe, as important, the doc- 


trines of thoſe articles, who yet never have, 


and declare never could conſcientiouſly ſub- 
ſcribe. Tis the right of the magiſtrate to 
impoſe any ſubfeription, or any way to in- 
terfere in religious matters that they object x 
unto, and not the doQrines contained i in the 
articles impoſed. Their regard to the ſu- 
15 preme and only authority of Jeſus Chriſt ! in 
his church, makes them afraid to admit any 
other authority in thoſe matters which relate 
to his kingdom. The ſame objection there; | 
fore will remain in its full force with ſuch, _ 


even tho” ſubſcription to the articles 58 
taken off, if ſubſcription to any thing re- 
Eves be required i in its ſtead. ſi ho they 

really believe every ching which the magi⸗ 
ſtrate calls the ſeripture to be divinely in- 


5 ſpired, and tho' the a1 reccive them with the 


utmoſt cordiality and rey 7erence as the rule 
of their faith and practice, yet how can they - 


ſubſcribe to the declaration, any eaſier than ? 
to the articles, while they object againſt any 


magiſtrate's right to interſere in niatters of 


religion mould the declaration of belief of 


13) 


5 the! {eriptures rd be ſubſtituteel as a teſt il 


the room of What is now eſtabliſned, thoſe 


who! object to the authority of any man to 


impoſe ſubſeription, rather than' to the doc- 
trines to be ſubſcribed would remain under 


the ſame difficulties as thoſe under Which 
| they are at preſent; would be 0 way eaſed 


by the propoſed alteration; but would- pro- 


80 bably, very probably, be expoſed to the real . 


experience of thoſe very evils Which are in , 


5 the preſent ſtate of things only poſſible. 
Alf theſe things conſidered I cannot join 


in an application to parliament; unleſs it be, 


for an entire abolition of all ſubſcription. 


That / men may b be left at liberty to enjoy 
that right of human nature, liberty of con- | 
ience. And that Chriſtians may be deli- 


vered from all authority in religious matters, 


except the aulbunuꝶ of Feſus. Chri .. It ap- 


pears to me very improper to pray our ru- 


lers to impoſe a ſubſcription upon us, even 


ſuppoſing it be ſuch an one as we can ven- 
ture to ſubmit unto. Tf indeed upon our 


5 application for relief, government had itſelf 


choſen to ſubſtitute ſuch a declaration as the 
propoſed one, in the room of what is now 


required ;--and if ſubmiſſion in that caſe, as 
ſome imagine, no more implies the right of 


C 
— 


the: dens; than; thei gividg 2 _ te 4 

: highwayman upon demand implies his right 2 
it might be admitted as a queſtion, How far 
a chriſtian might ſubmit, conſiſtent with the 
_ e8&verence which he owes to the authority of 
Jeſus; Chrift;? But it is beyond: all doubt that 
to pray to government to require any ſub- 
ſcription, implies that government has a 


q* 


Ca di 


right to make ſuch demand, and. therefore, 4, 


ſuch as doubt het 20 cannot Join, in ſuch 


a Proy ere 


"a w# a * 


. the 8 — de * upon t them- 


ſelves to act in the behalf. of the body of. 


| diſſenting miniſters, in this reſpect, would 
not be too haſty in their motions, but calm 
Jy. conſider: whether ſuch alterations might 


not be made as might render it more exten- 


| fively agreeable. And it is likewiſe greatly 


to be wiſhed that every diſlenting miniſter 
would deliberately 7 weigh theſe things, be- 


fore he conſent to ſuch an application, as, 
11 ſuccefsful would be far from anſwering . 


any valuable ends; but which may be of 


very difagreeable conſequences to many. 


This is a matter which concerns every by 


| dividual who calls himſelf a diſſenting mi- 


niſter, whether he reſide in the confines of he 


( 3) 


England, or, in the metropolis of Great Bris 


tain. Nor has any man, or even the whole 


 NINETY-FIVE in conjunction, any right to 


apply to parliament in the behalf of a much 
greater number, all equally concerned with 
themſelves, without their advice, as well as 


approbation, firſt aſked and obtained. Tis 


no excuſe to ſay there was not time. For | 
why ſuch haſte? Is our conſtitution going 
to be changed? Is our legiſlature going to 
be annihilated? Or is there likely to be loch 
a vaſt change in the ſentiments of men in 
power in two or three years, as to render it 
neceſſary to apply juſt this year. Things 
of ſuch importance ſhould be carried on 
with more deliberation, and had proper, de- 
; liberate ſteps been taken, I doubt not but 
we ſhould have ſeen more unani: mity in the 


parties concerned: and ſhould then have 
deen more likely to ſucceed i in our attempts. 


May wiſdom, meekneſs, unanimity, and f for- 
titude, be beſtowed in a larger meaſure upon 
all who call themſclyes minifters of Chrilt, 


8 the Prayer of, 


Rx ve. Sum. 
Y our ſincere Fr jend, 


wege. 3%, * And affectionate Brother, 
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P. $5. Since the above was ſent to che Nrelt 
** have ſeen Dr. STERN ET Free and 

D, paſſionate Account of the late Applica- 

tion, Cc. in which are theſe. words, 


Nor could thoſe among them who are 


1 20 © moſt jealous of an impoſing power in 
ec matters of religion, conſider the re- 
| « quiring ſuch declaration in the ſame 


5M exceptionable light, as the requiring . 


8 explanatory articles of faith, however 
c true; fince the former i is a divine, the 
12 10 latter a human teſt.“ - But I think it 
5 appears from what I have ſaid in the 
above letter, and particularly under the 
fifth objection, that the declaration itſelf 
is a human teſt, and when required by 
civil authority, equally exceptionable with 
the requiring explanatory articles of faith, 
with reſpect to thoſe who believe them 
to be true. But he Dr. ſays, that mak- 


ing this declaration, &c. « would: indeed 


*« imply an acknowledgment of the civil 
"my magittra te's power, but not of his 
$6 right.“ But let it be conſidered that 
whether making an impoſed declaration 
would. imply right, or, whether it would 
not, tis certain that to pray the civil ma- 


3 giltrat te to excrciſe this power, would im- 


N 


ply an 1 acknowledgment that he had not 
only power, but alto right. - It muſt 
be moſt highly abſurd indeed, to pray 

that a law might be made giving the ma- 


giſtrate a power, to which we believe no 1 
law whatever could give a Juſt right, | 


And ſince no law can give any magi- 
ſtrate a juſt right, to take away any man's | 
natural rights, tis highly abſurd to pray 
for ſuch a law, as, would operate to de- 

prive any man of liberty of conſcience, 
' which, the difſenters bill i in its late form 
: woul d do, 1 | | 
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